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Commercial vertical farming businesses (growers and technology suppliers)
Vertical farming is food (mainly vegetables and herbs) grown in vertically stacked layers (such as a skyscraper, warehouse, 
or shipping container). Vertical farming makes use of indoor farming techniques and controlled-environment agriculture technology, 
such as artificial control of light, climate, and fertigation.
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The minimum requirement for drawing a
tradeline for total processed vegetables is
USD 100 million, for total fresh vegetables
USD 500 million, and for specific fresh
vegetables 30,000 tonnes.
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Note: Income is gross national income in purchasing power parity, expressed in current international USD. Note: Includes vegetables and melons; excludes mushrooms. Some countries’ data includes strawberries. 
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Total global area of vegetables and herbs grown in greenhouses (permanent structures) is estimated at about 500,000 hectares, 
of which about 40,000 hectares in glasshouses and the remainder in plastic greenhouses.
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The data in the map refers to 2016. The data for processed and fresh vegetables (excluding potatoes and melons) is 
presented in US dollars per year. The data for tomatoes, sweet peppers and chillies, onions and shallots, and cucumbers 
and gherkins is presented in metric tonnes per year. The minimum requirement for drawing a trade line for the total of 
processed vegetables is USD 100 million, for the total of fresh vegetables USD 500 million. The minimum requirement 
for tomatoes, sweet peppers and chillies, onions and shallots, and cucumbers and gherkins is 30,000 tonnes.

The data in the map refers to 2016. The data for processed and fresh vegetables (excluding potatoes and melons) is 
presented in US dollars per year. The data for tomatoes, sweet peppers and chillies, onions and shallots, and cucumbers 
and gherkins is presented in metric tonnes per year. The minimum requirement for drawing a trade line for the total of 
processed vegetables is USD 100 million, for the total of fresh vegetables USD 500 million. The minimum requirement 
for tomatoes, sweet peppers and chillies, onions and shallots, and cucumbers and gherkins is 30,000 tonnes.
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